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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Canceled). 

2. (Canceled). 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) An offshore platform, comprising: 

a buoyant hull having a sub s tantially flat top, and substantially flat a^bottom, and a 
plurality of substantially flat sides extending between the top and the bottom to form a hull 
interior, the bottom of the hull including a first aperture positioned substantially in a central 
portion of the bottom of the hull to thereby define a first tendon access shaft aperture, a p lur a tity 

apertur e to thereby defin e a pkif a li ty of bottom ri s er v s l^ top of the hull including a 

second aperture positioned substantially in a center portion of the top of the hull to thereby 
define a second tendon access shaft aperture, a conduit extending between the first tendon access 
shaft aperture and the second tendon access shaft aperture to thereby define a tendon access 
shaft, the bottom of the hull sealed about the tendon access shaft to prevent loss of buoyancy for 
the hull interior, a nd a tendon extending into tlie tendon access shaft to moor the hull to. a site 

specific location — a ■coH'espoi'^di'ftg — pluFahty of ■■■sinaHer apei^Hi"eS"""posttioned.' — a suiroundni^*^ 

{^lTtti0i=»ship4e4he-^^eeeH<M^ shaft apef^iy e to th e r e by d e fine a p teafey ol' tep-ffi$ef 

Qi^v ^' f >r^p> rr i > I ri A t;? p' i"' /%ri /l i i^ t'\ /'\f Wi n r"r*<^c c c Kn vT ^it ^f^viM V^ v\ {\Q\t'i(\t'\t^ ('\ ir \ * a iT \ftiv^ntti.o: >^ ^'.>. i'U i"4.] 

tyrtrt ttpci: ttiicri; cttc s^ctTiTtt tcriviv/ii ttvxTtrtrcs 3iiciix crjp^rrTttTtr ttxtt) tirxt?ii>?t^ « ix ct tTitTt^rttti dv/trtixTt 

r elationship w it h t h e first tendon acc e ss shaft, md tht ^ t o p ris e r sl0^^p ertures positien ed4Hr-a 
matching axial relationship with the bottom ris e r slot aperture s ; 

a conduit having an upper portion and a lower portjoB; and ext e nding from below Hie 

bottom of t he hul l and tlirough the first and second tendon access shaft apeilures to thereby 
d e fine a t endon acc es s shaft, th e-upp er po rti o n o f the tendon acc e ss s haf t coo p eratively engag ed 
W!ti^he4tui4^^4^rwic4e-aeeesiHo-a~te^^ 
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a counterweiglit connect e d to the lower portion of th e tendon access shaft and having a 

plurality of riser conductor slots to provide lateral stability to a plurality of risers, 

5. (Currently amended) The platform of claim 4, wherein the buoyant hull further includesi 

a plurality of smaller apertures positioned in a surrounding relationship to the first tendon 

access shaft aperture to thereby define a plurality of bottom riser slot apertures: 

a corresponding plurality of smaller apertures positioned in a surrounding relationship to 

the second tendon access shaft aperture to thereby define a plurality of top riser slot apertures: 
and 

- a plurality of riser guide sleeves positioned between the top riser slot apertures and the 

bottom riser slot apertures , the bottom of the hull sealed about the riser guide sleeves to prevent 
loss of buoyancy for the hull interior . 

6. (Currently amended) The platform of claim 5. further comprising a counterweight comiected 
to the lower portion of the tendon access shaft and having a plurality of riser conductor slots 
extending therethrough to provide lateral stability to a plurality of risers extending tlirough the 
plurality of riser conductor slots wherein the bottom of the hull is sealed about the ris e r guide 
sl ee ves and the fust tendon access shaft to provide additional buoyancy to the buoyant hull . 

7. (Currently amended) An offshore platform. comprisingT hej^kttfefm ^^f claim 4. : 

a buoyant hull having a substantially flat top> and substantially flat bottom, and a plurality 

of substantially flat sides, the bottom of the hull including a first aperture positioned substantially 
in a central portion of the bottom of the hull to thereby define a first tendon access shaft aperture, 
a plurality of smaller apertures positioned in a surrounding relationship to the first tendon access 
shaft aperture to thereby define a plurality of bottom riser slot apertures, the top of the hull 
including a second aperture positioned substantially in a center portion of the top of the hull to 
thereby define a second tendon access shaft aperture, and a corresponding plurality of smaller 
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apertures positioned in a surrounding relationship to the second tendon access shaft aperture to 
thereby define a plurality of top riser slot apertures, the second tendon access shaft aperture 
positioned in a matching actual relationship with the first tendon access shaft, and the top riser 
slot apertures positioned in a matching axial relationship with the bottom riser slot apertures: 

a conduit having an upper portion and a lower portion, and extending fi'om below the 

bottom of the hull and through the first and second tendon access shaft apertures to thereby 
define a tendon access shaft, the upper portion of the tendon access shaft cooperatively engaged 
with the hull to provide access to a tendon: 

a counterweight connected to the lower portion of the tendon access shaft and having a 

plurality of riser conductor slots to provide lateral stabiUtv to a plurality of risers: and 

wherein the counterweight has a plurality of riser conductor slots connected to a plurality 
of risers to support a vertical load of the risers and provide additional vertical stability to the 
offshore platform and the risers. 

8. (Currently amended) The platform of claim 4 . A n offshore platform, comprising: 

a buoyant hull having a substantially flat top, and substantially flat bottom, and a plurality 

of substantially flat sides, the bottom of the hull including a first aperture positioned substantially 
in a central portion of the bottom of the hull to thereby define a first tendon access shaft aperture, 
a plurality of smaller apertures positioned in a surrovinding relationship to the first tendon access 
shaft aperture to thereby define a plurality of bottom riser slot apertures, the top of the hull 
including a second aperture positioned substantially in a center portion of the top of the hull to 
thereby define a second tendon access shaft aperture, and a corresponding plurality of smaller 
apertures positioned in a surrounding relationship to the second tendon access shaft aperture to 
thereby define a plurality of top riser slot apertures, the second tendon access shaft aperture 
positioned in a matching actual relationship with the first tendon access shaft, and the top riser 
slot apertures positioned in a matching axial relationship with the bottom riser slot apertures: 
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a conduit having an upper portion and a lower portion, and extending from below the 

bottom of the hull and through the first and second tendon access shaft apertures to thereby 
define a tendon access shaft, the upper portion of the tendon access shaft cooperatively engaged 
with the hull to provide access to a tendon: 

a counterweight connected to the lower portion of the tendon access shaft and having a 

plurality of riser conductor slots to provide lateral stability to a plurality of risers: and 

wherein the tendon access shaft further includes a tendon access shaft extension to extend 
the distance of the counterweight from the bottom of the hull to provide additional stability to the 
platform such that the platform floats vertically without the need of additional subsea support. 

9. (Original) The platform of claim 8, wherein the tendon access shaft extension includes a 
tendon connector having a connection aperture for connecting a single tendon. 

10. (Original) The platform of claim 8, wherein the tendon access shaft extension includes a 
tendon connector having a plurality of tendon connection apertures for connecting a plurality of 
tendons. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The platform of claim 4, further comprising a plurality of water tight 
compartments connected to the bottom of b elew the buoyant hull to provide additional adequate 
buoyancy and stability in the event of watertight compartment flooding.r 
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12. (Original) A method of constructing an offshore platform, comprising the steps of: 

removing an intact midsection oil cargo tank from an existing tanker; 

removing an inner portion of the removed oil cargo tank section, separating the oil cargo 
tank section into a plurality of separate sub-sections; and 

rejoining the separate subsections to form a buoyant hull having a top, a bottom, and a 
plurality of flat sides, the hull having a width and length that are substantially the same. 

13. (Original) A method of claim 12, further comprising the step of removing and rotating 
bulkheads forming sides of the hull such that bulkhead stiffeners are on the inside of said hull. 

14. (Original) A method of claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 

forming an aperture in the bottom and an aperture in the top aligned with the aperture in 
the bottom; and 

securing a conduit sealingly between the apertures. 

15. (Original) A method of claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 

forming a plurality of first riser slot apertures in a central section of the bottom of the 
new hull and forming a plurality of second riser slot apertures in the top of the new hull axially 
positioned in a matching relationship above the plurality of first riser slot apertures and installing 
a corresponding plurality of riser guide sleeves between the first and second riser slot apertures; 
and 
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forming a first tendon access shaft aperture in a central section of the bottom of the new 
hull and forming a second tendon access shaft aperture in the top of the new hull axially 
positioned in a matching relationship above the first tendon access shaft aperture and installing a 
tendon access shaft having a tendon access shaft extension between the first and second tendon 
access shaft apertures with the tendon access shaft extension extending below the bottom of the 
new hull. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, fiirther comprising the step of attaching a counterweight 
to a lower end of the tendon access shaft. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 12, fiuther comprising the step of removing comers of the 
hull and adding side panels at the comers to form an at least eight-sided hull. 

18. (Currently amended) A method of constructing an offshore platform, comprising the steps of: 

forming a buoyant hull having a top, a bottom, and a plurality of substantially flat sides 
extending between the top and the bottom to form a hull interior: 

forming a first tendon access shaft aperture in a central section of the bottom of the hull: 

forming a second tendon access shaft aperture in the top of the hull axially positioned in a 

matching relationship above the first tendon access shaft aperture: 

installing a tendon access shaft having a tendon access shaft extension between the first 

and second tendon access shaft apertures with the tendon access shaft extension extending below 
the bottom of the hull; 
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sealing the bottom of the hull about the tendon access shaft to prevent loss of buoyancy 

for the hull interior ; and 

forming a phtrality of first riser slot apertures in a central section oFthe bottom of the new hu l l 
andr^9fTOi«gHiHplui^^ 

fflat e h in g rela tio n shjfi-abev e th e plurality of first riser -^lo t ape rture s and installing a 
eerr e spen d tng pluraUty of ris e r guid e slee v es s ea h ng ly be tw e en th e fi rs t a nd second r iser slot 
e^ ertur e s. 

connecting a tendon to the tendon access shaft to moor the hull to a site specific location . 



19. (Currently amended) The method of claim 18, fiirther comprising the steps of 

fomiing a plurality of first riser slot apertures in a central section of the bottom of the 

hull: 

forming a plurality of second riser slot apertures in the top of the hull axially positioned 

in a matching relationship above the plurality of first riser slot apertures: 

installing a corresponding pluraUty of riser guide sleeves between the first and second 

riser slot apertures: and 

sealing the bottom of the hull about the riser guide sleeves to prevent loss of buoyancy 

for the hull interior. 

fomiing a fust tendon access shaft aperture in a central sec tion of th e b ot tom of the hull a n d 
forming a second tendon acc e ss shaft ap e rture in the top of tlie hull axially positioned in a 
matching relationship above the first tendon acce s s shaft apertur e and installing a tendon access 
shaft havmg a tendon, access shaft extension betw e en the first and second tendon access shaft 
ap e rtures with tl ^4a^ on acc e ss s haft e xt e nsion extending bel o w the bottom of th e hull . 
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20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of: 

attaching a counterw e ight to a lower end of the tendon access shaft a counterweight 

having a plurality of riser conductor slots to provide lateral stability to a plurality of risers 
extending from the buoyant hull . 

21. (New) A method of forming and using an offshore platform, comprising the steps of: 

cutting a tank section or sections from a tanker to define a hull; 

installing production equipment placed within an interior of the hull to enhance stability 
of the hull; 

mooring the hull; 

connecting a conduit from a subsea well facility to the production equipment; 
flowing well fluid to the production equipment and processing the well fluid; and then 
discharging the well fluid from the production equipment. 

22. (New) The method of claim 21, further comprising the steps of: 

installing in the hull a tendon access shaft having a tendon access shaft extension 
extending below a bottom of the hull; and 

connecting a tendon to the tendon access shaft extension to provide mooring for the hull. 
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23. (New) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of: 

attaching to a lower end of the tendon access shaft a counterweight to provide additional 
stability to the offshore platform so that the offshore platform floats substantially vertically 
without the need of additional subsea mooring support. 

24. (New) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of: 

attaching to the tendon access shaft a tendon connector having a connection aperture for 
connecting a tendon to moor the hull. 

25. (New) The method of claim 21, further comprising the step of: 

removing comers of the hull and adding side panels at the comers to form an at least 
eight-sided hull. 

26. (New) The platform of claim 4, further comprising: 

production equipment positioned within the hull interior to enhance stability of the hull 
and to process well fluid; and 

a conduit extending from the production equipment to a subsea well facility. 

27. (New) A method of constructing an offshore platform, comprising the steps of: 

cutting and removing one or more intact midsection oil cargo tanks from an existing 
tanker to form a buoyant hull having a top, a bottom, a plurality of substantially flat sides, and a 
plurality of watertight bulkheads; and 
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adding additional watertight bulkheads to the buoyant hull to increase a number of 
watertight compartments. 
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